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DCPS Families –

We promised to keep you informed as new information

has become available regarding the spread of coronavirus

(COVID-19). As of the time this newsletter is distributed,

there have been eight cases 

diagnosed in Kentucky – one in 

Jefferson County, two in Fayette

County and five in Harrison County.

We understand that our community

is concerned – especially parents.

However, it is reassuring to 

remember that school-age children

are not as vulnerable to COVID-19

as older adults or those with 

compromised immune systems.

As members of the DCPS staff, 

it is especially important for all of us to remain calm and

work together to ensure the health and well-being of the

students entrusted to our care, as well as our own 

children, families and community.

We had previously shared with you some of the things we

are doing to protect our students and staff. This includes

an increased emphasis on personal hygiene, such as 

reminders to:

n Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 
20 seconds 

Matt Robbins

n Use hand sanitizer when soap and water are not 
available

n Cover coughs and sneezes with a disposable tissue 
(or cough/sneeze into your elbow)

n Stay home if you are sick

Here are some additional practices we have implemented

in our school and district:

n Shared surfaces, such as door knobs and desktops, 
are sanitized

n School buses are also receiving sanitizing treatments

Here’s how you can help:

n Talk to your students about the importance of good 
hygiene, especially hand-washing, and monitor to

ensure children are washing hands effectively

n Stay informed with updates from reliable sources such
as local, state and national health agencies; and refrain

from sharing rumors and unfounded information

DCPS will continue to follow the guidance of the 

Green River District Health Department and Centers for

Disease Control, as well as the Kentucky Department of

Education – and we will continue to keep you informed as

this situation evolves. Thank you for your support and 

cooperation as we work together on behalf of our students.
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Passwords to Passphrases Reminder
Approximately 80 percent of DCPS staff members have

already successfully transitioned from passwords to 

passphrases – that’s great! If you have not already done

so, please remember this process must be completed by

Friday, May 1, or your account will be disabled.

Need a reminder about how to do this? See below. 

Here’s what to do if you know your current password:

1 – Go to https://passwords.dcps.net on any computer, 

laptop or desktop anywhere in one of our buildings: 

classrooms, labs or offices. (But don’t use someone 

else’s computer without permission.)

2 – Read the page and wait for the counter to count down 

to zero.

3 – Enter your new passphrase — minimum of 15 

characters.

4 – Check the “Show” box to the right of the “Input” box 

to see what you’ve typed and verify that everything is 

entered and spelled the way you want it.

4 – Click “Submit.”

5 – Close the internet browser.

6 – Wait an hour or two for the update to be processed, 

then try your new password.

Here’s what to do if you have forgotten your current 

password:

1 – Send an email from your district email account to 

Jessica.Roark@daviess.kyschools.us saying you’ve 

forgotten your password. Include your personal email 

address if you have one. (See below if you do not 

have a personal email account.)

2 – Wait until the next morning. 

3 – Go to https://passwords.dcps.net on any computer, 

laptop or desktop anywhere in one of our buildings, 

classrooms, labs or offices. (Don’t use someone else’s 

computer without permission.)

4 – Click the “If you forgot your password…” button.

Enter your personal email address.

5 – Open the email sent to your personal email account 

and follow the instructions.

6 – Enter your new passphrase with a minimum of 

15 characters.

7 – Check the “Show” box to the right of the “Input” box 

to see what you’ve typed and verify that everything is 

entered and spelled the way you want it.

8 – Click “Submit.”

9 – Close the internet browser.

10 – Wait an hour or two and try your new password.

Here’s what to do if you have forgotten your current 

password AND you do not have a personal email account:

1 – You will need to ask your principal or building 

supervisor to contact Computer Operations to verify 

your identity as a DCPS employee and confirm that 

you do not have a personal email account. We will 

guide you through the process at that point.

To those who have already completed the process: 

Thank you!

To those who have not: NOW is a great time to get it

done, while you are looking at the directions on this page!

Vote for DCPS: Best Place to Work!
DCPS has been nominated as “Best Place to Work’ in our community! 

We have won this honor for the past two years and want to go for the 

THREE-PEAT! This honor is a great incentive as we recruit new employees who

want to work for a district that makes a difference by putting Kids First every day!

Please mark your calendar and vote DAILY until March 21. 

Go to www.messenger-inquirer.com and click on the banner at the top of the

homepage. Look for the “Professional Services & Misc.” header, then scroll down

to find the “Best Place to Work” category. Vote for DCPS! 

(You will need to register the first time you vote.)



Daviess County Public Schools will host its 

annual “Close the Deal” celebration for juniors

at Apollo, Daviess County and Heritage Park

high schools from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday,

March 19, at the Owensboro Convention 

Center, 501 W. Second St.

The event will feature a college and career fair

with 75 participants and “table talk” sessions

led by local professionals. Keynote speakers 

include Brad Niemeier, founder of Azzip Pizza,

and Shawn Tomes, who serves as director of

campus ministries at Kentucky Wesleyan 

College. The morning will begin with students enjoying

doughnuts provided by the Kentucky National Guard.

The framework for the event was created by Kentucky

Higher Education Assistance Authority (www.kheaa.com)

and is regarded as one of the top statewide college-access

programs in the state. Close the Deal is designed to 

expose students to college and career options as they

begin planning for their senior year, and guide them in

preparing for a successful transition to adult life through

goal-setting and planning. DCPS students will have the

opportunity to network with local professionals

as they determine a plan for life after high

school. 

DCPS College and Career Readiness 

coordinator Amanda Jerome said, “Our Close

the Deal event is designed specifically around

the question ‘What do we wish we knew when

we were 17?’ Our table talk experiences focus

on helping students navigate adult situations

ranging from visiting a doctor, opening a

checking account, registering to vote, and

proper etiquette in social situations, just to

name a few categories. We are also pleased to offer 

students the opportunity to visit one of the largest college

and career fairs in the area during the course of this day.

The goal of Daviess County Public Schools is to prepare

students to be college and career ready when they 

graduate from our high schools, but most importantly, 

we want our students to graduate ‘life ready.’”

The Close the Deal event is sponsored by DCPS Family

Resource and Youth Services Centers and the College and

Career Readiness Department. 

Amanda Jerome

DCPS juniors ready to ‘Close the Deal’

It’s Time for a

Paycheck Checkup
The IRS encourages 

everyone to perform a  quick 

“paycheck checkup.” This is

important to respond to

changes in tax law, and 

especially if you have had a

major life change, such as a

marriage, birth or adoption of

a child, or purchase of a

home.

Visit www.irs.gov and scroll down to click on “Do a 

Paycheck Checkup Now.” The calculator will help you

identify your tax withholding to make sure you have the

right amount of tax withheld from your paycheck. 

Contact Holly Boarman or Sherri Walden in the DCPS

Payroll Department if you need to make any changes:

270-852-7000 or holly.boarman2@daviess.kyschools.us

or sherri.walden@daviess.kyschools.us  

If you are not sure whether any changes need to be made

to your federal tax withholdings, please consult with your

tax professional. 

Online Registration

Now Open!
Online Registration is now open for all students who

will attend Daviess County Public Schools in the

2020-21 school year. Click HERE for step-by-step

directions on how to complete this process.

Please share this information with family members

and friends whose children will attend DCPS schools

next year. 

DC-bay! deadline is Friday, March 13

Send items to grapevine@dcps.org

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/2020-21olrdirections#sthash.stkBeeAK.dpbs


DCPS Customer Service Award 
The DCPS Kids First Customer Service Award will honor

members of our support staff who go above and beyond in

serving our students and families. and valued. Click

HERE to nominate a DCPS support staff employee for

the Kids First Customer Service Award! Nomination

deadline is Friday, March 20. 

DCPS Support Professional Award 
The Support Professional Award honors members of the

DCPS support staff who are exceptional at their job and

provide exceptional support to DCPS students and/or

staff. Click HERE to nominate a DCPS support staff em-

ployee for the Kids First Support Professional Award!

Nomination deadline is Friday, March 20.  

Early College Academy

Applications Due March 13
Click HERE or visit www.dcps.org to learn more about

this opportunity for current high school sophomores or to

submit an application.

Transfer & Tuition

Applications Now Accepted
Click HERE or visit www.dcps.org to learn more about

the DCPS transfer and tuition application process. The

deadline to submit applications for the 2020-21 school

year is June 1. 

Full-time DCPS employees who wish for their children to

attend a school that is not in the attendance zone of their

home residence may submit “Employee Choice Student

Enrollment Option Form,” available HERE. (Scroll down

to bottom of page.)

Preschool-Kindergarten

Registration Open Now
Click HERE or visit www.dcps.org to learn about how to

register children for DCPS preschool or kindergarten 

programs to begin in  August 2020. 

The DCPS Arts 

Showcase will be open

from Sunday through

Tuesday, March 22-24, 

at the Owensboro 

Convention Center. The

theme of this year’s

showcase is “The ARTS

Make Us One!”

Kids First

Support

Staff Awards
Nomination

Deadline:

March 20

DCPS Arts Showcase

As students begin scheduling

classes for the 2020-21 school

year, we encourage families to

be aware of the amazing

learning opportunities that are

available through the DCPS

EmpowerU Academies. Click

HERE to learn more!

Your Future Starts Now!

DCPS staff members are encouraged to be

aware of what’s going on in our district so

you can share with family and friends.

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/empoweru#sthash.XoC88wR9.dpbs
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/p-kregister2020#sthash.Xloay9vV.dpbs
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/2020tuition-transfer#sthash.tv8vC1Zm.dpbs
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Administration/27
https://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/earlycollege2020#sthash.fB05X3NM.dpbs
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLvD7bgr6bJkXv23dzSVgYDBgC9G67wIrM8whhDM8kSeoynA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOj65x1Wb1tlt0se90c6MCXaBOmZSa8rby3XhVsZDJsdCcQw/viewform


Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

These weekly wellness reminders are brought to you by

the DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.moveitmonday.org 

Walking is a convenient exercise for individuals looking

to incorporate more low-impact physical activity into

their daily routine.

Adopting a consistent walking routine is an important step

towards an overall healthier lifestyle, but even an activity

as straightforward as walking requires a little planning.

Click HERE for tips for beginners. 

First, set a daily or weekly walking goal that focuses on

either distance, pace, duration, or some combination of

the three. Able-bodied adults should engage in at least 

150 minutes of physical activity each week, so getting in

around 30 minutes of walking a day, five days a week is a

good goal to work towards.

Second, as with any new physical fitness routine, it’s 

crucial to go at your own pace and aim for steady 

incremental progress. Click HERE to learn what that

looks like. Dramatic changes don’t happen overnight, 

so trust the process, and help yourself stick with it by

making your walks easily accessible.

Lastly, make sure you have the proper equipment and

footwear. A high-quality pair of walking shoes with

proper padding and enough space between your toes and

the front of the shoe will make each step smoother. 

Visit www.dcps.org

for 2019-2020 and 2020-2021

calendars and make-up day

schedules

DCPS Make-Up Day

Schedule
Make-up days for flu closures on Feb. 6-7 will be

Friday, March 13, and Friday, May 15. 

Staff members and parents are reminded to avoid 

potential make-up days when scheduling vacations, 

appointments etc. 

The Daviess County Public Schools district recently 

partnered with Owensboro Health to present a “Love and

Logic” program featuring Dr. Charles Fay during a 

special evening of entertaining and practical information

about how to raise respectful, responsible children. 

We want to build on the skills that were shared that 

evening! Please join Krystal Goins and Debbie Crowe for

two additional evenings that are designed to provide 

real-world guidance for parents and caregivers of children

from toddlers to teens. 

Upcoming Love and Logic events in our community 

include “Putting an End to Arguing, Backtalk and 

Begging” at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 10, at Western 

Kentucky University/Owensboro Campus and at 6 p.m.

Thursday, March 19, at the DCPS Learning Center; and

“Teaching Responsibility Without Losing Their Love” 

at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, at WKU-O and at 6 p.m.

Thursday, April 23, at the DCPS Learning Center.

Click HERE to sign up for Session 1 now! 

got news?
We Want It!

Send Information and Photos to

grapevine@dcps.org

https://www.moveitmonday.org/fitness-for-beginners/?utm_source=Move+It+Monday&utm_campaign=b749446d18-MIM_Tip_3_09_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c3b28826dd-b749446d18-67532401
https://www.moveitmonday.org/keep-up-the-momentum-and-move-it-this-monday/?utm_source=Move+It+Monday&utm_campaign=b749446d18-MIM_Tip_3_09_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c3b28826dd-b749446d18-67532401
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054cadad2aa1f49-love


Kids First

and

Rise Up / Be the One 

Shirt Design 

Orders Taken

March 13-30

DCPS Apparel Store

Open Until March 30
The DCPS Kids First apparel online store is open now

through March 30 for orders to be delivered in April. The

store features two designs with our district’s 2019-2020

theme of “Rise Up / Be the One!” as well as our classic

“Kids First” logo designs. This is the last order window

for the year.

Click HERE to view selection of short- and long-sleeved

T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies and accessories in a variety

of colors, sizes and styles for men, women and children. 

For more information, contact Seth Daugherty at Central

Screen Printing, sethD@centralscreenprinting.com 

or 270-977-8393.

CPR/First Aid Classes
Saturday Option Now Available!

DCPS staff members are

invited to sign up for

CPR and First Aid 

training sessions. Cost is

$10 and includes the

mandatory American

Heart Association handbook. Classes will take place at

the Burns Elementary School media center and will last

approximately three hours.

CPR includes infant/child and adult procedures. First aid

covers choking, burns, cuts, seizures, heat exhaustion and

much more. Your investment of time and training will

prepare you to respond to emergencies at school and 

beyond ... and may save a life you love! 

9 a.m. Saturday, March 14 – Click HERE to register.

5 p.m. Wednesday, April 29 – Click HERE to register.

5 p.m. Wednesday, May 6 – Click HERE to register. 

For more information, contact school nurse Michelle

Jones, RN, AE-C, michelle.jones@daviess.kyschools.us

Looking for Master’s

Program Options?
Georgetown College will

present information about

its affordable master’s 

programs for teachers 

during informational 

sessions at 4:30 and 5:30

p.m. Tuesday, March 17,

at the DCPS Central 

Office. Teachers who are interested in this online program

may attend either of those two sessions to learn more.

Click HERE for additional information. 

DCPS

Spring Break

March 30 - April 3

Digital Backpack
Is your school, club or team

sponsoring an event that is

open to the public and/or 

students from other schools?

Is your family looking for 

information about 

community events, learning

experiences and fun 

activities? Check out the

DCPS Digital Backpack!

Click HERE or go to www.dcps.org to review contents

of the Digital Backpack. Items are updated regularly so

check back often!

Want to submit an item to be posted? Send information to

contact@dcps.org 

https://www.daviesskyschools.org/Content2/backpack
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFsforGV/Georgetown  College Information.pdf?id=41900
https://kidsfirststaff.com/dcps/shop/home
https://doodle.com/poll/ctmnuedvqv7c8n36
https://doodle.com/poll/awdmtg4e5myqqn8s
https://doodle.com/poll/6s8sgnfgciqvgr6h

